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tend to impart solidity to the constitution of Courland,
and to render its political independence respectable.

I see no hope that any power, except Prussia, should
interest itself in the affairs of this province. And this
is the second point which it is my intention to prove,
in this Memorial.

i Because the situation of the Prussian States is such
that the stability and prosperity of Courland ought no
less to influence the King of Prussia than if this country
was one of his own provinces.

2. Because he cannot prudently covet Courland, which
Russia would never leave him in peaceable possession
of, and which would but increase the length of his
provinces, already too much extended, without rendering
his power more real or more compact.

This latter point is self-demonstrative; and, as to the
advantages which Prussia might derive from the future
stability of Courland, and from the increase of its energy
and industry, these are evident from a mere view of the
map. Between the States of Brandenburg and Russia
there is only the dismemberment of Poland, which at
present forms part of Prussian Lithuania and of Cour-
land, of which the King of Prussia, politety speaking,
would become the useful proprietor that very day on
which he should become its guardian and protector.
Russia, therefore, necessarily and indubitably is formid-
able to none of the powers of Europe, Prussia excepted,
on which kingdom she can bring evil, and which can do
her no injury.

On the other part, it is known that there is only a
very narrow slip of Polish Lithuania between the States
of Prussia and Courland, which barely extends from five
to six leagues. Here Prussia might easily make legal
and amicable acquisitions, sufficient to open a very
advantageous transport trade on the Memel, and the
canals that might be cut between that river and the
rivers of Courland, descending to the ports of the Baltic,
of which I have spoken.

Either I am much deceived or the Ministry of Berlin
might easily be made to comprehend that, instead of
forming projects of ambition on this republic, it$ realt of taking its will for law, should make
